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"The acoustics are just stunning," Kappel said. ''The hall itself, once you step 
inside and really see the scope of it, is really a beautiful facility and will be 
something where many organizations will want to use." 

On Friday, the foundation is hosting a private event for the facility's major 
donors and community leaders, but on Saturday, the public is welcome to an 
open house from 2 to 4 p.m. featuring tours of the new facility and other fun, 
library-oriented events, including two magic shows for kids, some hands-on 
art activities, and a butterfly garden experience. 

Later on Saturday is a "Meet the Author" presentation featuring Shaun 
Tomson, a former world champion surfer. 



Kappel said the hall will be open to organizations in the community and the public for 
planning events, including musical programs, conferences, films, and lectures, as well as 
to business leaders who may want to host corporate events there. Along with the new 
large screen, another feature he said they might enjoy is three cameras mounted in the 
hall, where anything presented on the stage can be recorded, including the audience, 
making it possible to live-stream events. 

The hall's use will be managed by the city's Recreation and Senior Services Department. 

The hall, designed by Robert R. Coffee Architect and Associates, adds to the expanding 
Civic Center area and stands out with its dramatic curved roof. 

On Thursday, Mayor Lauren Kleiman noted the years of collaboration and planning that 
went into the project, saying the hall provides a "modern civic gathering space" that will 
serve the community for generations. 

"This new facility expands opportunities for lectures, performances, educational 
programming and community events," she said. "With seating for nearly 300 guests, 
state-of-the-art audio and visual systems, and an architectural design inspired by 
seashells found on our coastline, Witte Hall is both functional and uniquely Newport 
Beach." 




